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DHS’ NEW SCHOOL RULES FOR FAMILIES ON FIP 

Starting October 1, 2012, DHS changed its rules about kids going to school – BEM Item 245  
   
What are the new rules?    

• If you get FIP cash benefits, all your dependent children, ages 6-18 must go to school “full-time” until they graduate.  

• If your child does not go to school full-time, your entire group may be cut off from cash assistance, depending on how 
old your child is.   

• Each school district decides what going to school “full-time” means.  

• It appears this rule applies even if the dependent child gets SSI or foster care payments or is part of a “child only” FIP 
case.  

• Although DHS sent out notices saying some families would be cut off on November 1, 2012,  that was a mistake.  DHS 
must first give families time to verify their childrens’ school attendance before DHS send notices cutting off benefits.    

 
What will happen if a dependent child in my care is not going to school full-time?   

• If the dependent child is ages 6-15, and not going to school full-time, your entire household may be cut off from FIP 
cash assistance benefits.  DHS will ask you to get papers from the school showing your child is attending regularly 
when you apply for benefits and at redetermination every year.  

• If your child is age16, 17, or 18 and not going to school full-time, only that child will be taken out of the cash assistance 
group.  If that happens, your household will probably get less cash assistance.  DHS will verify your child’s enrollment 
and attendance when you apply for benefits, at redetermination, and on or near your child’s birthday each year.  

• If you are a parent under age 18  living with other relatives on FIP, and if you are not attending school full-time, you 
and your child will be taken out of the cash assistance group.  If that happens, your household will probably get less 
cash assistance.  DHS will verify your school enrollment and attendance when you apply for benefits, at 
redetermination each year, and on or near your birthday each year. 

• Your caseworker may make a referral to Child Protective Services if (1) DHS verifies that your child age, 6-17, is not 
attending school full-time and (2) the caseworker suspects other forms of child abuse and/or neglect. 
 

If I get cut off, how can I get back on?  

• If your household is cut off cash assistance because your child is not going to school full-time, you can get back on cash 
assistance when DHS gets written proof that your child has gone to school as required for 21 calendar days.  You will 
need to use DHS form #3380 to verify your child’s enrollment and attendance.  Someone from your child’s school will 
have to fill out part of the form, too.  

• If your case is closed because your child was not going to school, you will have to reapply for benefits.  If your child is 
age 6-15, s/he will have to go to school full-time for 21 calendar days while your application is pending.  Once s/he has 
attended for 21 days, and you meet all other eligibility rules, your application will be processed.  If your child is age 16 
or 17, s/he must go to school full-time for 21 calendar days before s/he is eligible to be part of your FIP group.  Once 
your case gets turned back on, you will not get “back pay” for the time when your case was closed.  
 

• If the 21-day attendance requirement falls during a summer break, your caseworker will verify your child’s school 
enrollment and process your application, planning to verify attendance once the school year starts in the fall.  In the fall, if 
your child is age 6-15 and attending full-time, you will continue getting benefits.  If your child is not attending school full-



  

 

time, your entire household will be cut off.  If your child is age 16 or 17 is not going to school full-time, s/he will be taken 
out of your FIP group.  The rest of your FIP group will get benefits.  

I home school my child.  Does that count as attending school? 

• Yes, if it is part of an organized educational program that has these specific educational subjects: reading, spelling, 
math, science, history, civics, literature, writing, and English grammar. 

 
What can I do to be prepared and protect my family?  

1. Talk to your school about their attendance policies and check on your child’s record.  How quickly do they 
notify parents that a child is missing school?  What do they need from you to consider an absence ‘excused’?  
How many times can a child be late or absent before the school says the child is not attending school regularly?       

2. Make sure your children go to school and work with the school if you have any problems.  If you are  
homeless, work with the school’s homelessness liaison to get transportation assistance if you need it.  

3. Be able to prove that any absences are excused by the school.  Contact your child’s school any time your 
child has to miss class and has a good reason to miss school (like medical appointments).   Make sure the 
school keeps a record of the reason why the child missed school.  Keep copies of any papers that help prove the 
reason (like a note from the doctor).     

4. Turn in verification (proof) to DHS about school attendance when you are asked to.  Do not ignore the notice.  
Make sure you understand when it is due.  Keep a record of how and when you turned it in.  Making a copy of it 
before you turn it in is a good idea. 

5. Ask DHS and the school to accommodate any disabilities that cause your child to miss school.    

6. Ask your caseworker for help if you do not understand what information is needed, or if there is not enough 
time to get the verification form filled out between when you received it and when it is due.   If you cannot reach 
the caseworker, contact the supervisor.  You can contact your local DHS office if you do not know your 
caseworker’s name or the supervisor’s name.  You can also call ASK MICH at  1-855-275-6424. 

7. Keep envelopes that your Verification Checklist letter, and other DHS paperwork, comes in so you have proof 
about the date it was actually mailed.  

8. Talk to a lawyer if you are told your cash assistance benefits are going to be cut off because your child did not 
go to school.    Your local legal aid office may be able to help.  

9. Request a hearing if you think you can prove your child is attending school.  Read your DHS notices and follow 
any deadlines.  If DHS receives your hearing request within the “10 day” deadline given in your notice, you will 
continue to receive cash assistance at the current level until your hearing.  (BUT, if you lose at the hearing, you 
may owe DHS any money that you got, that you were not supposed to get.)  Talk to a lawyer when you request a 
hearing. 

10. Let us know what is happening.  Our phone number is 1-800-481-4989 or 810-244-8044.  When you call, be 
ready to talk about your case and what is going on.  Have your paperwork with you.  We can help people living in 
Genesee County but cannot represent people in every county.    We may be able to answer questions.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This material was prepared by the Center for Civil Justice’s Family Economic Security Project in October 2012. 
This information is not a substitute for legal advice.  If you need legal help/advice, you should contact an attorney.  

This  Project is supported in part by the Ruth Mott Foundation,  the Community Foundation of Greater Flint,  the Merkley Family Trust   
and the Michigan State Bar Foundation but all information provided is the sole responsibility of CCJ.  

Sorry, we are unable to accept walk-in appointments.    Se habla Espanol (and other languages by request).   
The Center for Civil Justice does NOT give out food or benefits.   

 


