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Facts about Homeless Children
• 42% of homeless children will 

transfer schools at least one 
time per year, of this 42%, 
51% will transfer 2 or more 
times per year

• 28% of homeless children will 
attend three or more 
different schools in one year

• 3 out of 4 older homeless 
children will drop out of 
school



The Law
• McKinney-Vento Homeless Education 

Assistance Act passed in 1987
• Reauthorized and expanded in 2002 as 

part of No Child Left Behind Act. 
• The  law is now due for reauthorization. 

Goals:  Stability for students who                              
are homeless
Reduce the negative effects of mobility



Definition of Homelessness
• Those living in shelters
• on the street
• doubled-up
• Runaways
• Throwaways
• Awaiting foster care placement
• Lack of adequate alternative 

accommodations (e.g. hotels, 
cars, etc.)



Legal Rights of Homeless Children
• Choice of Schools (school of 

origin or local school district)
• Transportation
• Immediate Enrollment
• Notice of Homeless 

Education Rights
• Free School Meals
• Dispute Resolution
• Title I Services 



Choice of Schools
• Child/Youth may choose to 

attend either:

– The school of origin (school 
attended when permanently 
housed), if feasible and the 
parent wishes

– Any school in the area of 
current residency that 
non-homeless students are 
attending 



Why School of Origin?
• It takes children 4-6 months 

(on average) to recover 
academically after changing 
schools

• Students who switch schools 
frequently score lower on 
standardized tests

• Highly mobile students have 
lower test scores and overall 
academic performance 
than that of their non-mobile 
peers  



Transportation
• Provided to every homeless 

student who chooses to 
attend the school of origin

• Provided to students to 
enable them to go to and 
from school

• Provided to students to 
enable them to go to and 
from school related activities



Kristina’s Story
Kristina is 17 years old and is
fed up with her parent’s strict
rules.  Kristina decides to 
willingly move in with her older 
sister and brother-in-law.

Question: Is Kristina eligible
for McKinney-Vento assistance? 



Kristina’s Story
Answer: No.  Kristina is not 
eligible for McKinney-Vento 
assistance.  Kristina willingly 
moved out of her parent’s home.  
In this case, being doubled up 
does not make Kristina homeless.



Justin’s Story
Justin is 17.  His parent’s 
kicked him out and told him 
never to come back.  Justin’s 
extended family has decided 
to take Justin in until he can 
get his feet on the ground. 

Question: Is Justin eligible for 
McKinney-Vento assistance? 



Justin’s Story
Answer: Yes.  Justin is eligible 
for McKinney-Vento assistance.  
Justin did not willingly choose to 
double up, but was forced to do so. 
Justin became homeless the minute 
his parents kicked him out. 



Voluntary vs. Involuntary
As you can see, there is a difference 
between voluntarily and involuntarily 
doubling up.  Kristina chose or 
“voluntarily” doubled up while Justin 
“involuntarily” doubled up due to 
circumstances beyond his control.  



Ryan’s Story
Ryan and his family lost their home and 
are now living with friends.  Ryan will not 
pass the sixth grade unless he attends 
summer school.  However, Ryan’s family 
has no means of transportation 
and his school of origin is 9 miles 
away from his home.  

Question: Is the local school district 
responsible for Ryan’s transportation 
to summer school?



Ryan’s Story
Answer:  Yes.  Lack of 
transportation would prevent 
Ryan from participating in 
summer school.  This is a barrier 
to Ryan’s academic success.  
The school district must 
remove this barrier so that 
Ryan does not have to be 
retained in sixth grade.



Josh’s Story (Part I) 
Josh lives with his grandmother 
while his mother and sister are 
residing in a local shelter.  Josh’s 
grandmother does not reside near 
Josh’s school of origin.   

Question:  Is Josh eligible 
for McKinney-Vento 
assistance? 



Josh’s Story (Part I)

Answer: Yes.  Josh is
considered to be doubled 
up because his family is 
homeless.  Josh is eligible for
McKinney-Vento assistance.  
This means that Josh is eligible to 
attend his school of origin and 
receive transportation assistance. 



Josh’s Story (Part II)
The shelter helps Josh’s mom 
into long-term affordable 
housing away from Josh’s 
school of origin.  Josh’s 
school of origin is actually 35 
minutes away from Josh’s new 
home.  

Question: Is Josh still 
eligible for transportation 
assistance through 
McKinney-Vento?



Josh’s Story (Part II)
Answer: Yes.  Josh is still 
eligible for McKinney-Vento 
Assistance because he was 

homeless.   

He can chose to receive help 
and stay in his “home 
school” through the end of 
school year even though he 
has moved into permanent 
housing prior to the end of 
the year. 



Josh’s Story (Part III)
Josh completes the remainder 
of his school year while living in 
permanent housing.  However, 
his family again becomes 
homeless over the summer.

Question: Will Josh be eligible 
for McKinney-Vento assistance
when the school year begins?



Josh’s Story (Part III)
Answer: Yes.  As long as Josh fits the 
definition of homelessness, he will be 
eligible for McKinney-Vento assistance.  

Note: It is actually possible for a 
child to be eligible for and receive 
McKinney-Vento assistance 
throughout their entire school 
career.



Other Rights
• Notice 
• Immediate Enrollment
• School Meals 
• Title I Services



Notice of Homeless Educational
Rights:

Posters and other forms of printed   
information are to be posted in all 
public schools where homeless families 
and youth receive services

- Must be translated into        
languages represented                  
in the community



Immediate Enrollment
Public schools are required to immediately 
enroll homeless students, even when 
students do not have:

– A Birth Certificate
– School Records
– Medical/Immunization Records
– Proof of residency
– Proof of guardianship
– Required dress code items          

(including uniforms)



Free School Meals 
• Immediate school meal 

eligibility through the end of 
the school year regardless of 
family income.  

– Even if the family did not 
previously sign up for free 
meals. 



What should homeless families be 
told to do?

• Contact the public school district 
homeless education liaison to ask 
for services, transportation, etc. 

• Contact the intermediate school 
district homeless education 
liaison if issues persist at the public 
school level

• If issues persist at the 
intermediate school district level, 
a client has the right to file a 
dispute. 



Dispute Resolution

• Individuals alleging violations 
of educational rights of 
homeless students may file a 
grievance

• If a dispute arises the 
students shall be enrolled 
immediately or transported 
to the school of origin



Title I Services
• Homeless children are 

eligible for Title I Services 

• Services vary depending on 
needs of particular child 

• Talk to your homeless liaison 
or Intermediate School 
District about needed and 
available services 



Nikki’s Story
A homeless family is trying to
enroll their child, Nikki, in 
kindergarten within the local 
school district.  Nikki appears 
to be younger than five.  The 
parents do no have a birth 
certificate, but have a signed 
statement of age stating 
that Nikki is five.  
Question: Do you enroll Nikki 
in kindergarten?



Nikki’s Story
Answer: Yes.  McKinney-Vento 
requires immediate enrollment.  
In the absence of typically 
required documents, the 
family can use a signed 
statement of age, medical 
records, or baptismal
certificates to prove 
the age of their child.



Tatiana’s Story
Tatiana became homeless and moved 
into a temporary shelter across town.  
Tatiana’s mother decided that she would 
enroll Tatiana in the school closest to the 
shelter.  After 2 months have 
passed, Tatiana’s family moves in 
with relatives who live in a third 
school district.  
Question: Where can Tatiana 
attend school?



Tatiana’s Story
Answer: Tatiana can attend the 
school of origin (the school that she 
attended while permanently 
housed), the school that she 
attended while at the temporary 
shelter, or the school within the 
district that she currently resides.



Haley’s Story
Haley and her family moved in with Haley’s 
grandpa last year because he was going 
through a rough time.  Due to this move, 
Haley left her school of origin and started 
going to a new school, in a new school 
district.  Half-way through the 
school year, Haley’s parents 
decided that they wanted her to 
go back to her school of origin.
Question: Can Haley be enrolled 
in her school of origin under the 
McKinney-Vento Act?



Haley’s Story
Answer: No.  Only students who 
are defined as being homeless 
are eligible for McKinney-Vento 
assistance.  It was Haley’s family’s
choice to move in with Haley’s 
grandfather. 
Haley may be eligible to return to 
her previous school by way of 
schools of choice.  Haley’s family 
would be responsible for 
transportation.



Jenny’s Story
Jenny is currently 17 and staying 
with a friend.  She is actually 
defined as an “unaccompanied”
youth because she is not in the 
physical custody of a parent or a 
guardian.  Jenny has not been in 
school for the past year, but would 
now like to enroll in school. 
Question: Can the local school 
district enroll Jenny in classes?



Jenny’s Story
Answer: Yes.  Lack of guardianship 
papers cannot delay or prevent the 
enrollment of an unaccompanied 
youth.



Bobby’s Story
Bobby and his family have been doubling 
up with other families during the fall 
semester.  Due to Bobby’s unstable living 
arrangements he has missed 14 days 
of school.  School policy states that 
a student can miss no more than
10 days of school per semester.
Question: Are Bobby’s 14 
absences counted against him?



Bobby’s Story
Answer: No.  Absences that 
occur as a result of 
homelessness are not to be 
counted against a student.  
Furthermore, McKinney-Vento 
requires that the reality of 
homelessness be addressed in 
zero tolerance rules.



Danny’s Story
Danny is homeless and has 
been dreaming of being on the 
school basketball team.  His
mom says, “no” because there is 
no way that the family can 
afford it.  The family can barely 
afford the cost of Danny’s 
school uniforms, let alone the 
cost of a basketball uniform.
Question: What should Danny’s 
family do?



Danny’s Story
Answer: Danny’s parents should contact the
homeless liaison regarding their situation.  
Barriers to full participation in school and 
extra-curricular activities should be waived or 
paid with other funds.  This means 
that the cost of Danny’s school and 
basketball uniforms will be waived
or paid for by the school.  Danny 
is also eligible for transportation 
assistance to and from school and 
school related activities, including
basketball.



Filing a Dispute (local level)
• A dispute can be discussed any homeless 

contact at the local building, if there is 
one.

• Any unresolved dispute should be 
presented in writing to the designated 
homeless education liaison for the school 
district. A written proposed school 
placement is supposed to be given to the 
client within 5 days of receiving the 
dispute

• Any unresolved dispute may then be 
taken to the superintendent of the desired 
school  district who must propose a 
resolution within 5 days of the meeting. 



Filing a dispute  (local continued)
• If any part of the dispute remains  

unresolved, it may be appealed to the local 
board of education 

• Any dispute that is not resolved with the local 
Board of Education can be appealed to the 
Michigan Department of Education. The 
appeal must be made in writing, signed, and 
directed to
State Homeless Education Coordinator
Office of Field Services
P.O. Box 30008
Lansing, MI  48909



Filing a dispute (state level)
• State Homeless Coordinator will 

gather information and forward 
it to the director of the Office of 
Field Services

• Director of Field Services will 
recommend a resolution within 
30 days

• If complaintant disagrees with 
the decision, an appeal can be 
made to the Deputy 
Superintendent of MDE within 10 
working days 



Filing a Dispute (state continued)

• A final admininistrative decision 
will be handed down from the 
Deputy Superintendant within 
30 days

• If the complaintant disagrees 
with the decision, a review of 
the decision may be made by 
the United States Secretary of 
Education in accordance with 
34DFR Part 299.11



Where does child go to school 
while appeal is pending?

• If the dispute involves a 
question of what school is in 
child’s “best interest” the child 
must be permitted to attend 
the school of the parent or 
guardian’s choice while the 
appeal is pending unless other 
arrangements were already 
made. 



Organizations & Partners 

Intermediate School District

Public School District

Homeless Providers
Legal Providers 

State of Michigan



Intermediate School Districts
Serve homeless families in the local county
and may offer:

• Advocacy for children
• To bridge communication between 

families and schools
• Resource & Referral for families
• Technical Assistance and Education 

to Public School Districts and 
Community Service Providers

• Temporary Transportation Assistance
• School Supplies



Intermediate School District
(More about Title I)                 

Title I Set-Aside
• All public schools receiving Title I dollars are required 

to set-aside dollars to serve homeless children in their 
district.

• Though only 1 building in a district may be receiving 
Title I dollars; the set-aside serves the entire district.

• Usage of Title I dollars should be assessed 
on a case-by case basis.

Potential use includes:
• Before & After School Programming, 

Tutoring Services, Summer School, School 
Supplies, Uniforms, among other services.

• The funds are to assist in the academic
success of students 



Public School District

• Each public school district 
must have a homeless 
education liaison

• Homeless education liaisons 
assist students and 
parents/guardians with 
enrollment and 
transportation issues



Homeless Providers
• Duty to identify homeless 

children and youth

• Work together with homeless 
liaisons at the public school 
districts and the GISD.



State of Michigan
Interim Coordinator for 

Homeless Education
Linda Forward, Supervisor
Office of School Improvement-Academic Support 
Michigan Department of Education 
P.O. Box 30008 
Lansing. MI 48909

Phone: (517) 373-8480
Fax: (517) 241-0247
E-mail: ForwardL@michigan.gov



One Year One School  - One approach
• Center for Civil Justice worked in Genesee 

County during the 2006-2007 school year. 
• CCJ answered questions, solved problems,  

worked to ensure children received help,
and services to stabilize their education. 

• Families and agencies were able 
to call CCJ for information and 
advocacy. 

• The intermediate and local school                 
districts, community organizations,                             
advocates and District Courts helped 
to get the word out about the project.



What legal services & their 
community partners can do:
Identify children or families
who are homeless or at risk of 
becoming homeless 
(including doubled up 
families). 

Ensure homeless families are 
asking for and receiving 
appropriate services. 



Other Roles for Legal Services
• Advocate for children who do 

not receive help required by law 
or help families advocate for 
themselves. 

• Ensure community providers 
understand broader definition of 
“homeless” and how to get help 
for children 

• Work with school districts to 
increase awareness of how to 
better screen for and assist 
homeless students  



Who to watch for:
Families who have been:

– threatened with eviction 
or foreclosure 

– trying to prevent eviction 
– recently evicted
– doubled up with friends 

or family members
– staying in shelters, hotels, 

and camps



More information & Materials
• National Center for Homeless 

Education
http://www.serve.org/nche/

• National Law Center on 
Homelessness and Poverty
http://www.nlchp.org/

• National Association for the 
Education of Homeless Children 
and Youth
(NAEHCY)
http://www.naehcy.org/
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