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C E N T E R  F O R  C I V I L  J U S T I C E  

320 South Washington, 2nd Floor 

Saginaw, Michigan 48607 

Voice:  (989) 755-3120   Fax:  (989) 755-3558 

Fighting poverty through advocacy, education, and empowerment. 
 
October 15, 2008 
 
Mr. Robert M. Eadie 
Chief, Policy and Program Development Branch 
Child Nutrition Division 
Food and Nutrition Service 
Department of Agriculture 
3101 Park Center Drive, Room 640 
Alexandria, VA 22302-1594 
 
Re:   Request for Public Comments for Use in Preparing for 2009 Reauthorization of the 
Child Nutrition Programs and the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, 
Infants and Children - published 5/20/08  
 
Dear Mr. Eadie: 
 
The Center for Civil Justice is dedicated to reducing hunger in the United States.  The 
Center for Civil Justice seeks to help low-income persons and community-based 
organizations understand the available nutrition programs and access to programs and 
services that help low-income families move toward greater self-sufficiency.  We are 
very interested in ensuring that low-income children have continued access to affordable 
and nutritious meals through participation in the child nutrition programs.   
 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide USDA with our recommendations for 
improving access, nutrition quality, and overall effectiveness in the child nutrition 
programs.  These programs provide a significant portion of food for hungry children 
nationwide, yet many children are still desperately in need of nutritional assistance.  The 
urgent need for child nutrition programs has increased as families struggle to make ends 
meet in the face of rising food costs.  These programs are now even more critical to fill 
the ever widening gap between what families can afford to buy and what young children 
need to stay healthy and grow strong.   
 
The child nutrition programs are about feeding children – supplying them with the best 
nutrition.  Providing healthy food and supervision is essential as more parents work, 
commute long hours, and hold non-traditional jobs.  We believe that the upcoming 
reauthorization provides a badly needed and timely opportunity to improve the child 
nutrition programs and increase participation in the program to more struggling families. 
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The following recommendations for the 2009 reauthorization, if adopted, would improve 
the programs considerably and give an important boost to all of America’s children. 
  
Increase Access 
Assure more working families have access to nutritious food for their children in safe and 
nurturing environments by:   
 

 Reducing the current 50 percent area eligibility threshold that typically determines 
afterschool and summer nutrition funding to 40 percent. 

 Funding aggressive outreach efforts to allow more eligible children to participate. 

 Making suppers available for school-aged children in all afterschool programs in 
low-income areas in the same way that snacks are now available in such areas.  

 Expanding opportunities in rural and urban areas for increased agriculture 
production. 

 Conducting pilot programs that eliminate the reduced-price category for school 
meals – allowing more children to qualify for free meals. 

 Expanding “universal” or “breakfast-for-all” programs, especially for schools in 
lower-income communities, where all children can receive a healthy breakfast in 
the cafeteria or in the classroom at no charge. 

 Mandating the breakfast program in all schools. 

Support Healthy Eating  
Strengthen the key role child nutrition programs can play in supporting healthy eating 
habits, which help to prevent childhood obesity and other nutrition-related diseases by: 
 

 Increasing participation in all programs so that all children may participate in 
healthier eating environments.    

 Ensuring that school meals are as healthy as possible, served at reasonable times 
and with enough time for children to eat. 

 Improving meal quality by updating the school nutrition meal patterns at regular 
intervals to insure they stay current with nutrition science and best practice. 

 Making nutrition standards more uniform across the country and within schools. 

 Providing funding to achieve an integrated and comprehensive nutrition education 
program through USDA’s Team Nutrition Networks. 

 Establishing rules for all foods sold in schools to assure they contribute to the 
health and well-being of children. 

 
Reduce Paperwork 
Simplify program regulations to clear the way for better coordination as a means of 
affording a greater number of hungry and needy children access to nutrition programs by:   
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 Improving direct certification for school meals through state data matching 
systems. 

 Expanding pilot programs that eliminate or reduce paper applications and rely 
more on electronic applications, cross-certification with other programs, and 
alternative means to determine eligibility and reimbursement for schools and 
other providers. 

 Streamlining program operations, increasing flexibility, and maximizing 
technology and innovation to allow sponsoring organizations and providers to 
operate most effectively. 

 Easing the administrative burden on schools, non-profits organizations, and other 
public agencies that operate multiple child nutrition programs. 

 Standardizing oversight reviews. 

 Creating a generic application for all child meal programs for recipients that may 
benefit from more than one program. 

 
Strengthen the Support System 
Reverse the trends of decreased access and declining nutrition quality through an 
investment in increased supports to sponsoring organizations and providers by:  

 Enhancing child nutrition program reimbursement rates to support all school and 
community-based providers in their efforts to provide healthy meals and snacks. 

 Restoring advance funds for sponsoring organizations to cover program costs 
upfront. 

 Increasing sponsoring organizations’ administrative reimbursement rates with 
nutrition education funding. 

 Supplying grants for school districts to cover one-time equipment costs for 
breakfast programs. 

 Fully funding USDA FNS child nutrition functions to restore adequate staffing 
levels for the child nutrition programs at the federal and regional level. 

 
We appreciate USDA’s commitment to these programs and its solicitation of these public 
comments.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Demetrice L. Smart          
Center for Civil Justice          
Coordinator, Food and Nutrition Program Helpline           
(517) 321-4163 
HTUdnuckles@ccj-mi.orgUTH           


