
Deductible Medicaid Instructions 
 

If your monthly income is over the Medicaid income limit, you may qualify for Medicaid with a 
deductible. Your Medicaid “deductible” is the amount of medical expenses that Medicaid will 
NOT cover in that month.    

If your deductible amount is $100, you will be responsible for the first $100 in medical bills for the 
month, but Medicaid will cover the rest of the medical bills for that month, once DHS decides you 
met your deductible.  

To receive Medicaid for a month, you must show DHS you met your deductible for the month. 

 
How do I show I met my deductible?  

1. Keep track of your medical expenses -  the amount, date of service, & date of bill 

a. write the bills down on the form the Deductible Report Form  
b. keep copies of bills 
c. write down your medical transportation – the date, where you went, and the  miles 

traveled by car or the cost of bus, taxi, or ambulance 
 
2. Hand in the deductible form to your DHS caseworker, with copies of the bills, 

when the total amount of the bills and transportation expenses is as much or more than 
your deductible amount.  Keep copies of the report and of your bills.    

 
3. If your income varies, you may have to show proof of current income. 
 
 

What can I count to meet my deductible this month? 
 

1.  “Old bills”  - bills you owe for medical care and services you received in a past month, 
if they were not used to meet your deductible in a past month. 

• Old bills must be unpaid  

2.  Mileage or transportation cost – for trips you made this month to the doctor, 
pharmacy, hospital, or other medical provider.  etc.  

• Use the actual cost for bus, taxi, or ambulance, or 21 cents per mile if you drove 
yourself or got a ride with a neighbor, friend, or relative  

• Write down the number of miles if you are claiming 21 cents a mile 

3.  Current bills – bills for medical care that you received this month, if they will not be 
paid by Medicare or other health insurance  

• Current bills can be paid or unpaid over 
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 If you have Community Mental Health (CMH) services, talk to CMH about bills you can count to 
meet your deductible. 

 If you need Home Help chore services or personal care services because of a medical problem, 
special rules may help you meet your deductible. 

 
What happens after I hand in my bills? 

DHS will tell you if you met your deductible and are approved for Medicaid.   DHS  may 
take up to 15 work days (3 weeks) to approve your Medicaid.   
 
What if I have an urgent medical need?  
Tell your DHS worker.  Put a note on the deductible report when you hand it in to the 
worker.  Call your DHS worker and let him or her know.  If you cannot reach the worker, 
call the worker’s supervisor. 
 
What happens after DHS decides I met my deductible and my 
Medicaid is approved? 

You must tell the medical providers your Medicaid is approved and ask them to bill 
Medicaid.  DHS will not tell your providers.  It is up to you. 

If you paid for a service that should be covered by Medicaid, ask the provider to refund your 
money and bill Medicaid.  The provider does not have to do this, but sometimes they will.  
 
What if the provider sends me bills after they agree to bill Medicaid? 

You will still be responsible for the amount of any medical bills that were used to meet 
your deductible.   For example, if you have a $100 deductible and your only medical bill is 
for a test that cost $500, the test company should bill you for $100 and bill the remaining 
$400 to Medicaid.  If the company bills Medicaid, they cannot try to collect any amount 
except the $100 deductible amount. 

The notice you get from DHS will tell you if you must pay part of a bill as your deductible 
amount.  
 
I’m confused, how can I get help with deductible Medicaid? 

Most legal aid and legal services programs handle Medicaid and cash assistance cases.  
They do not charge a fee. 

To find your local legal services or legal aid office, call the State Bar Lawyer referral 
number at 1 (800) 968-0738, check online at http://www.michiganlegalaid.org , or look in 
the yellow pages under “attorneys”. 

 
Prepared by the Center for Civil Justice based on policies in effect in December 2007.   

Always seek current legal advice.  


